GREGORY L. DODD

Attorney at law
300 North Huron, Ypsilanti, MI  48197

Fax: (734) 487-5094

Please send this completed form to our office at least 2 business days prior to your appointment
E-mail is the preferred method: gregorydodd@doddkeyeslaw.com
www.gregoryldodd.com

CONFIDENTIAL ESTATE PLANNING WORKSHEET FOR MARRIED COUPLE WITH CHILDREN

To fill this out, just tab through and type in the grey boxes (the boxes are small but they grow as you type). Or, you can print it and write on it. We will discuss all of these matters more thoroughly when we meet. If you give me this information before our first meeting, we will be able to speed up the drafting of your documents, and probably have everything ready for you to sign at the first meeting. You may fill this out and e-mail it back to me, or fax it, mail it, or bring it in.

Use full legal names. No abbreviations, no nicknames.

Date completed:      
In Husband’s Documents




In Wife’s Documents
Your full legal names:

     







     
Social Security numbers:

   -  -    






   -  -    
Home address:

     
     
Children’s names and dates of birth (note whether they are children of both spouses, or only of which one):

     
     
     
     
     
     
WILLS

Selection of Personal Representatives (Executors):  Who do you want to administer your affairs after your death? This will be your Personal Representative.  If Wills are going to be identical in some regards, put “same” under Wife’s Documents.  Indicate whether Personal Representatives agents named serve together (e.g., “co-Personal Representative” -- usually not advisable), or, if someone is named as an alternative or successor, what your preferred priority is for that person (e.g., “first alternate Patient Advocate”).

In Husband’s Documents



In Wife’s Documents (check here  FORMCHECKBOX 
 if “same”)
I want the following persons to serve as Personal Representatives (Executors) (indicate at least one person, or, preferably, three people, in the order you want them to act as personal representatives):

First choice (usually your spouse):
     






     
If first named person is unable to serve, who are your second and third choices? THESE SHOULD BE THE SAME PEOPLE ON BOTH SPOUSES’ DOCUMENTS:
Second choice:

     






     
Third choice:

     






     
If both spouses are deceased, the Guardian of your minor children will be able to enroll them in school, consent to medical care, and decide where they will live. It is still not advisable to have “co-Guardians;” rather, one individual should have the responsibility. As Guardians of your minor or incompetent child(ren):

In Husband’s Documents



In Wife’s Documents (check here  FORMCHECKBOX 
 if “same”)
First choice:

     






     
If first named person is unable to serve, who are your second and third choices? THESE SHOULD BE THE SAME PEOPLE ON BOTH SPOUSES’ DOCUMENTS:
Second choice:

     






     
Third choice:

     






     
Do you want the same person you name as Guardian to manage the money for the children, or do you want someone else? If you want the same person, leave this section blank. If you want someone else, please list, as Conservators of the estates, or Trustees of a Testamentary Trust, for your minor or incompetent child(ren):

In Husband’s Documents



In Wife’s Documents (check here  FORMCHECKBOX 
 if “same”)
First choice:

     






     
If first named person is unable to serve, who are your second and third choices? THESE SHOULD BE THE SAME PEOPLE ON BOTH SPOUSES’ DOCUMENTS:

Second choice:

     






     
Third choice:

     






     
POWERS OF ATTORNEY

On your Power of Attorney, who do you want to handle your financial, business and legal affairs if you are disabled (your “Agent”)? These should be the same people you just listed as Personal Representative on the Wills. It is also best that Husband and Wife name the same people, in the same order. As Agents should I become too disabled to handle my financial affairs:

In Husband’s Documents



In Wife’s Documents (check here  FORMCHECKBOX 
 if “same”)
First choice (usually your spouse):

     






     
If first named person is unable to serve, who is your second and third choice? THESE SHOULD BE THE SAME PEOPLE ON BOTH SPOUSES’ DOCUMENTS, AND SHOULD ALSO BE THE SAME AS THE PEOPLE NAMED AS PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES ON THE WILL:

Second choice:

     






     
Third choice:

     






     
Do you want your Power of Attorney to be effective only if you are ill and unable to make decisions for yourself? Or do you want it to be effective immediately, whether you are ill or not?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Only effective when we are disabled (Springing Power of Attorney)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Effective immediately

HEALTH CARE DECLARATIONS

On your Health Care Declaration, who do you want to speak for you and give direction to Doctors and hospitals if your life is being sustained by machines? On this document, Husband and Wife may name different people (people from their own side of the family). As Patient Advocates:
In Husband’s Documents



In Wife’s Documents
First choice (usually your spouse):

     






     
If first named person is unable to serve, who is your second choice?:
     






     
Third choice:

     






     
WILLS

For husband’s Will:

I want to leave my property to the following people, in the following shares, and under the following survivorship conditions (or just check here  FORMCHECKBOX 
 if you want the common situation, where all your property would go to your spouse, unless your spouse has predeceased you, then it would all go to your children in equal portions):

     
If you are leaving your property to your children, do you want them to get all their inheritance when they turn 18? Or do you want to delay their inheritance with a Testamentary Trust? Check here  FORMCHECKBOX 
 if you want a Testamentary Trust with the usual conditions – the kids get their inheritance when they turn 25 or graduate from a four-year college, whichever comes first). Otherwise, complete the following:
I want the following property to be included in a trust for the benefit of the following person(s), under the following survivorship conditions and (delayed?) distribution scheme:

     
Do you want to leave anyone out? Disinheritance, and reasons for it (reasons generally will not appear on the Will):

     
Specific devises (bequests) for first client’s Will (family heirlooms, etc.)(avoid listing specific cash gift amounts or property better handled by a “handwritten list”):
     
For wife’s Will (or just check here  FORMCHECKBOX 
 if same as spouse’s Will):
I want to leave my property to the following people, in the following shares, and under the following survivorship conditions (or just check here  FORMCHECKBOX 
 if you want the common situation, where all your property would go to your spouse, unless your spouse has predeceased you, then it would all go to your children in equal portions):

     
If you are leaving your property to your children, do you want them to get all their inheritance when they turn 18? Or do you want to delay their inheritance with a Testamentary Trust? Check here  FORMCHECKBOX 
 if you want a Testamentary Trust with the usual conditions – the kids get their inheritance when they turn 25 or graduate from a four-year college, whichever comes first). Otherwise, complete the following:

I want the following property to be included in a trust for the benefit of the following person(s), under the following survivorship conditions and (delayed?) distribution scheme:

     
Do you want to leave anyone out? Disinheritance, and reasons for it (reasons generally will not appear on the Will):

     
Specific devises (bequests) for second client’s Will (family heirlooms, etc.)(avoid listing specific cash gift amounts or property better handled by a “handwritten list”):
     
Gregory L. Dodd, Attorney at law (7/28/08)
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